


Spanish Influence on
Hispanic America
By Ekaterina Sazykina

September is a special month for more
than 50 million people who live in the
USA. During this time,  Americans
recognize Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrating the contributions of
Hispanics whose ancestors came from
countries in South America, Mexico, and
Spain.

Some of the first people who arrived on
the new continent were Europeans from
Spain. They brought to the American
continent their own Catholic religion, the
Spanish language, and culture.

The cultural heritage of Spain was
formed thousands of years ago. Since
ancient times, the people have been
very respectful. They use titles such as
Don for men and Doña for women. For
most Hispanic people, family and
religion are very important principles.
Being part of a family is to be an honor,
and respect is shown for adults and
children.

Language is the next of the very
important parts of Hispanic culture
which makes their society unique. The
U.S. is a country that has a large
Spanish-speaking population. More
Hispanic residents live in California than
in any other state. The Spanish
language is the second “official
language” in the United States.

Also, the Spanish culture left an
influence on fashion. The bright colors,
long wide dresses, and embroidered
details of costumes are all parts of the
culture from Spain.

In addition, Spanish architecture has left
a cultural mark on the United States.
Spanish colonial-style homes are known
to us as the white-walled and red-roofed
homes that continue to be popular to
this day in the US.

Americans celebrate this Hispanic
Heritage month and appreciate the
Spanish culture.



Colombian Literature
By Yovana Centeno

The Hispanic heritage has
been celebrated in the
United States for several
decades recognizing the
importance and impact Hispanic
Americans have had on history and
culture.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a Colombian
journalist, writer, and winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982 is
considered one of the most important
writers in Latin America.  The
publication of One Hundred Years of
Solitude impacted the world because he
introduced themes about the war and
violence that the people were
experiencing in Colombia. He inspired
other authors to write the reality and
histories of their countries too.

Since 1940, Latin American literature
has become an important reference in
universal literature. Currently there are
several important Hispanic writers who
deserve recognition for the success of
their books too. It is important to
remember great figures of literature
who, thanks to the creativity and
originality in their writings, have
achieved worldwide recognition and
admiration.

Notables of Colombia
Colombia is a nice country where we
can find kind people, salsa music, and
good food and drinks. This country has
diverse natural places such as beaches,
architecture in the cities, The Amazon
Jungle, tropical cloud forests, desert,
and savanna. The Amazon also covers
part of Colómbia, Perú, Venezuela, and

Ecuador. Colombia also has a high
quality coffee industry.

Beginning ESL Corner

What Is Your Favorite?

Select your favorite.

What is your favorite way to enjoy a
book?

Read the book
Read the book online
Listen to the book
Watch a movie about the book

You say:  My favorite way to enjoy a
book is to ___________________ .

My favorite way to enjoy a book is to
read the book.

And you?

Hispanic Inventions
By Irania Pacheco

Often when people talk about inventions
that changed the world, we think about
the U.S. or Europe because of their
economies; however important
contributions do not always come from
those places. There are inventions from
Latin America that have changed history
too. These are some of them:

*Color TV
Could you imagine watching your TV in
our era without all the definition and
color when it’s one of the principal
features that you evaluate before you
buy a television? Well, the person who



invented color TV was the Mexican
engineer Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena
in the 1930s.

*Device to Measure Seismic Waves
As you know, natural disasters are part
of life that scare us. People would like to
know when these are going to happen
to protect ourselves. In 1969, Chilean
Arturo Arias invented a system to
measure the intensity of seismic waves.
Actually this invention is still used to
determine the risks and damage that an
earthquake may cause.

*Wireless Phone
As a society, we need to stay in
communication all of the time, but we
have to use wireless instruments like the
cell phone to make this possible. The
Brazilian Priest Roberto Landell in 1895
was a pioneer of that technology. It was
not an easy task for him because this
discovery was considered a devil thing.

These are some discoveries, but we
have more from Hispanic people who
invented things like
the neonatal
artificial bubble, the
transdermal patch,
and a hormone
used in
contraceptive pills
among others.

In the end, precise discoveries are not
exclusively from a specific race or
country. As humans, any of us could
have the next discovery or invention that
will impact our lives.

Machu Picchu
By Servando Carrasco

Machu Picchu is a great construction in
the mountains of the Peruvian territory.
This magnificent marvel of the Incan
engineers (Peruvians) continues to
show their amazing information about
the Hispanic culture.

The city was abandoned around the
16th century. One theory of why this
happened is because of the Spanish
invasion that stretched throughout the
New World--“America”.

In 1911, Hiram Bingham, an explorer,
however found reputation and fame for
beginning an expedition in Peru
searching for Vilcabamba, another
legendary city in Peru. After days in the
forest, Bingham listened to the locals tell
him a legend about a city on the top of
the mountains, and on July 24 after
hours of hard hiking, a young member of
the explorers found the city which was
the foundation of Bingham’s fame;
“Machu Picchu”.

For centuries Machu Picchu lay hidden.
Machu Picchu has 600 terraces, 170
buildings, thousands of steps, several
temples, and 16 fountains. This city on
the mountain top was designed to be
self-sufficient and is divided into
agricultural and urban sectors.  In the
city, the archaeologists found 100
graves, skeletons (mostly female),
pottery, stone tools, bronze knives, and
artifacts.



One of the unanswered questions
remains. Why did they build this city on
the top of the mountain? Was it for a
religious purpose, the birthplace of the
Inca, their last holdout, or a sanctuary
for chosen women? In 1993, Richard
Burger and Lucy Salazar’s investigation
concluded that the city was built by an
Incan emperor Pachacuti who used
Machu Picchu for vacations.

Machu Picchu is a window to the past,
looking back to the Incan Empire, the
most powerful culture in South America,
and an appreciation of ancient Peruvian
culture. This Hispanic marvel continues
to be amazing to the present generation.
At Machu Picchu, nature spoke and the
Inca listened, and now each year more
than 300,000 people who visit the city
can listen to what nature says.

Machu Picchu is still a mystery and
perhaps it always will be.

Puerto Rico, Mi Tierra
By Yamilette Garcia

I am Latina. I am proud. Puerto Rico is
mi tierra. A beautiful island in the
Caribbean. It is summer all year round.
Puerto Rico is surrounded by beautiful
beaches and nature and rivers in its
interior. El Yunque Tropical Forest is like
one of the Seven Wonders of Nature,
and Flamenco is one of the most
beautiful beaches; another gem of my
island. The food is so good. My favorite
is the arroz con gandules y pernil. This
cannot be missed at Christmas. People
are always happy, passionate, and
humble. We are always proud to say " I
am Boricua even on the moon." When
something bad happens (like Hurricane
Maria in September 2017), we come
together and support each other. And
the music, there is no better place to
learn how to dance salsa, reggaeton,
merengue and bachata, whatever, we
have the sazon. If you haven't been
there, I recommend you to go, you'll
probably want to stay.  There is a lot to
see and enjoy, you should see it for
yourself. La isla del encanto is my
birthplace, a small island with a big
heart.



Folk Dance of Mexico
By Sonia Villa

The folkloric dance of Mexico is one of
the most striking dance forms in the
world with an impressive show of colors
and a cheerful melodic backup. Mexican
folk dance is a dance that shows the
culture of Mexico with exaggerated hand
and feet movements.
These are examples of folkloric dances:
Jarabe Tapatio (The Mexican Hat
Dance)
El Son de la Negra
Son Jarocho
El Baile de los Viejitos
Adelita

The typical costumes of women are long
dresses or long skirts with vibrant colors
and adorned with colored ribbons. The
hair style is braids with colored ribbons.
Men wear traditional costumes such as
charro suits with white shirts, black
pants, and cowboy boots.

I’m Mexican and I grew up watching the
folkloric dances in the celebrations of
Mexican Independence, the anniversary
of the Mexican Revolution, in theaters,
and at other festivals. When I was a
child, I also danced “El Son de la Negra”
at the Mother’s Day festival at my
Elementary school.

Now I live in Salinas
with my husband and
my two children, but
my oldest daughter
was born in Mexico.
When she was in
kindergarten, she
danced “Adelita” at
the Mother’s Day
festival. I still keep her

dress at my parents’ house in
Guadalajara.

Now my daughter is in High School here
in Salinas and she says she is excited to
see the folkloric dances of Mexico
because they remind her a lot of the
country where she was born. It’s her
Hispanic Heritage.

I believe that as Hispanics it is important
to instill in our children our customs and
traditions, but also to celebrate and
adopt as ours the customs and
traditions of this beautiful country the
USA.

Grammar Practice
What does the suffix “ic” do?

We put a suffix at the end of a word to
tell its part of speech (how we use it in
grammar).  The suffix “ic” changes a
noun into an adjective. Adjectives
describe people, places and things.

What does the suffix “ic” mean?

Related to.

This newsletter has some examples

Word Related to Story

Hispanic Spain Spanish

folkloric folklore Dance

poetic poetry Puerto Rico

archeologic archaeology Machu
Picchu

scientific science Inventions

tropic latitude* Colombia

*Ask a science teacher
Some of these words are in the stories
and some are just related to them.



Classes at Our School

For more information about our
classes contact the Welcome
Center at 796-6900.

Morning

Developing English
Improve English skills to complete
personal or work-related goals, be more
involved in the community, or prepare
for exams or college.

ESL
Learn English as a second language.
Levels from beginning to advanced are
offered.

High School Diploma
Earn credits to complete your high
school diploma.

HiSET/GED (English)
Learn math, reading, writing, social
studies, and science to prepare for the
HiSET or GED exams to earn your high
school equivalency.

HiSET/GED (Spanish)
Aprenda matemáticas, lectura, escritura,
estudios sociales y ciencias naturales
para prepararse para los exámenes
HiSET o GED y obtener su equivalencia
de preparatoria.

Math
Learn math skills for personal
improvement or to pass exams.

Parent/Child Classes
Parents learn about the developmental
stages of their children and various
parenting skills through activities with
their children and other parents.

Preschool
Children learn social and academic
skills to prepare for kindergarten.

Afternoon

Book Club (Reading)
Learn reading skills and vocabulary and
improve reading fluency through reading
books selected by the class.

Conversation
Improve English conversation skills.

Digital Communication
Keyboarding (typing) and basic
computer skills, student & office
communication & conversation,
preparation for typing and computer
certificates, and vocabulary, reading,
speaking, and writing.

High School Diploma
Earn credits to complete your high
school diploma.

High School Diploma Math
Classes and assistance on various math
subjects.

Pronunciation
Learn to pronounce sounds, words, and
phrases in English.

Writing
Learn skills in grammar, punctuation,
sentence structure, and paragraph &
essay writing.



Evening

Citizenship
Prepare for the oral interview, writing,
and government tests to become a U.S.
citizen.

ESL
Learn English as a second language.
Levels from beginning to advanced are
offered.

ESL Computers
ESL students learn computer basics and
Microsoft software.

High School Diploma
Earn credits to complete your high
school diploma.

HiSET/GED (English)
Learn math, reading, writing, social
studies, and science to prepare for the
HiSET or GED exams to earn your high
school equivalency.

HiSET/GED (Spanish)
Aprenda matemáticas, lectura, escritura,
estudios sociales y ciencias naturales
para prepararse para los exámenes
HiSET o GED y obtener su equivalencia
de preparatoria.



Salinas Adult School

Supportive Services

Transcripts & Student Records
For transcripts or other student records,
contact Allison at 796-6900 X 1340 or
allison.hulden@salinasuhsd.org .

OSY Migrant Services
If you are a migrant youth 18 or over,
contact 796-6900 X1342 or 1344 for
more information.

Testing Center Dates

HiSET

Tuesdays, Oct. 5 & 19 at 8:30 AM &
12:30 PM
Thursdays, Oct. 7 & 21 at 5:30 PM
Fridays, Oct. 8 & 22 at 8:30 AM

Paraeducator Test

Monday, Oct. 25 at 2 PM

GED & Pearson Vue Tests

Fridays, Oct. 1, 15 & 29 at 9 AM
Tuesdays, Oct. 12 & 26 at 9 AM &
1 PM
Thursdays, Oct. 14 & 28 at 12 PM &
4:30 PM

Welcome Center
You can ask questions about the school,
make orientation appointments, and
register for some classes at this center.
Their phone number is 796-6900 X 1372
or 1373.

Our Newsletter Provides:
News, resources, and feature stories
written by our students.

For past editions see our school
website page at
https://www.salinasuhsd.org/Domain/19.

If you would like more information about
our school, check this newsletter and
our website at the address above or our
Facebook or Instagram pages.

For information about the school district
see https://www.salinasuhsd.org .

mailto:allison.hulden@salinasuhsd.org
https://www.salinasuhsd.org/Domain/19
https://www.salinasuhsd.org


New Employees

Welcome everyone. We are
happy that you joined us.

Miranda Doremus-Reznor
ESL Teacher
Interviewed by Irania Pacheco

Miss Miranda is
from Nebraska,
but she moved to
California 2 years
ago to study at
the Middlebury
Institute of
International
Studies in
Monterey.

Originally she wanted to teach English
at high school level, but after some time,
she observed the great need for
qualified and motivated teachers of ESL
to immigrants and refugees adjusting to
life in the US.

Her goals as a teacher are creating a
strong community through learning the
language and making students
confident.

She would like her students to know that
as a teacher, it is always important to
remain a student (always learning).
Also, she appreciates students'
patience.

Before teaching ESL, she worked as a
barista. That was fun for her. Miranda
considers herself a funny person. She
likes playing games, especially with
cards. She also enjoys the scenery of
the area, and the politics of California.

Maritza Correa ESL Teacher
Interviewed by Esmeralda Gonzalez

Maritza Correa is an
ESL Teacher from
Queretaro, Mexico
who knows what it's
like to begin learning
English since she
went through this
process when she
arrived in this
country. She knows how important it is
to help others to express themselves as
they wish.

Before starting as an ESL Teacher, she
gave citizenship classes in Gonzales.
She describes herself as a teacher who
likes to do very interactive and creative
activities and work as a team. Her goal
as a teacher is to help her students to
reach a higher English level.

She is a very nice teacher who is
passionate about gardening, going to
the beach, and shopping.

Danielle Garcia
Typist Clerk III
Interviewed by Jose Hernandez

Danielle recently came
to work at the school.
I asked her some
questions about
herself. She has two
children. Her mother
and grandmother were
teachers, and who
knows, she might
become a teacher at our school in the
future too. Danielle had sincere
responses and in my opinion she is a
very good-natured and kind woman.
She is very happy with her work and has
a lot of potential to be very helpful to the
school.



James Nesmith ESL Teacher
Interviewed by Irania Pacheco

Teacher James was
born in Russia, but
immigrated to the
United States when
he was 3 years old.
He lived in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. His
studies are from
UNM, and
Middlebury Institute

of International Studies in Monterey, CA.

His goals as a teacher are to help the
students achieve their goals and support
them to have confidence in their new
language.

James says that he is an adventurous
person with an open mind. Before
graduating, he worked in a restaurant
and in the service industry. His hobbies
are hiking and cooking any type of food;
let’s remember he’s an adventurous
person.

Adam
Grabowski
ESL Teacher
Interviewed by
Sonia Villa

Mr. Adam
Grabowsky is an
ESL teacher. He is

from Santa Barbara and has been
working as a teacher for 15 years. His
first experience as a teacher was in
Madrid, Spain teaching English. He
decided to become a teacher because
he enjoyed being a coach.

Mr. Grabowski really enjoys watching
the students progress with their
learning. His advice to ESL students is
that in the process of learning a new
language, students need to take
responsibility for their own learning.

His goals are developing his skills to
help his students and always learning
more about teaching. In his free time,
Mr. Grabowski likes to hike.





COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Mental Health First Aid
Read more about how you can help yourself
and others with the stress of trauma and
adapting to everyday life after COVID-19.
See
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/news-and-update
s/ for stories such as “Post-COVID-19
Trauma and How MHFA Can Help” and
“Mental Health Tips for Transitioning to the
New Normal”.

Legal Help/Asistencia Legal
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA
Asistencia Legal Rural de California)
3 Williams Rd., Salinas  757-5221 or
800-337-0690 for other locations (por
mas locales) https://crla.org
For help with legal issues related to
education, employment, housing, health, or
COVID-19.

Para recibir ayuda con asuntos legales de
educación, empleo, vivienda, salud o
COVID-19.

Loaves, Fishes and Computers
938 S. Main St., Salinas  831.393.9260
Low Cost Computers & Internet service for
qualified people.

Computadoras y servicio de Internet de bajo
costo para personas calificadas.

Alliance on Aging
247 Main St.  758-4011
This organization provides various services
and events for seniors and has a website
with a lot of information including for people
who are not seniors. To learn more about
upcoming events on Medicare and
immunizations or to find many resources,
check their website https://allianceonaging.org/ .

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/news-and-updates/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/news-and-updates/
https://crla.org
https://allianceonaging.org/


EVENTS

VIRTUAL JOB FAIR

Salinas Adult School Job Fair
September 30 from 6-8 PM
Meet representatives from local
companies and learn about jobs
available.

ONLINE & SMALL EVENTS

Author Events
Downtown Book & Sound
213 Main St., Salinas

October 1 at 6:00 PM
Book:  “Leaving Phoenix”
Author: Jafe Danbury

October 23 at 3 PM
Book: “Tea Table”
Author:  Chef Karen Murray

SMALL EVENTS

West Coast Songwriters Competition
222 Main St., Salinas
October 21 from 7-9 PM
Listen free to the competition.

FARMERS MARKETS

Natividad Certified Farmers’ Market
Natividad Hospital
Wednesdays 11-3:30    May-October
Accepts cash, EBT, P-EBT, WIC, and has the
Market Match program (spend $10 CalFresh
and get $10 to spend in the market), and
Fresh Rx (doctors prescribe produce to young
overweight patients & they get $25 of produce
at the market)--ask for details about the
programs at the information booth.

Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare
System Certified Farmers’ Market
(Romie & Wilgart)
Fridays 12:30-5:30     May-November
Accepts cash, EBT, P-EBT, WIC, and has the
Market Match program (spend $10 CalFresh
and get $10 to spend in the market), and
Fresh Rx (doctors prescribe produce to young
overweight patients & they get $25 of produce
at the market)--ask for details about the
programs at the information booth.

LARGE & VERY LARGE EVENTS

First Friday Art Walk &
Sundance Film Festival (at CSUMB
Salinas City Center--Steinbeck Center)
October 1 from 5-9 PM
Downtown Salinas
Art, music, films and other activities for the
family to enjoy.



Ride & Drive Event
Sponsored by Ecology Action
October 3 from 11AM-4 PM
Salinas Amtrak Station
This National Drive Electric Week event
gives participants the opportunity to see and
test drive electric vehicles. You can learn
about electric cars, motorcycles, and
bicycles and meet electric vehicle owners.
Representatives from various organizations
will be at this event too.

Job Aid 2021
Salinas Union HIgh School District
October 14 from 9 AM-4 PM
Hartnell College Student Union
Job positions open include:  Paraeducators,
COVID-19 monitors, campus supervisors,
clerical positions, classified substitutes,
substitute teachers.

California International Airshow &
Cherry’s Jubilee  $15+
October 30-31
Salinas Municipal Airport
Airshow, dragsters, skydiving, monster
trucks, and classic trucks, cars, and
motorcycles will be part of the show.

Salinas Veterans Day Parade
November 11 at 2 PM
South Main St. to City Center
Thousands of spectators watch this parade
to honor military veterans along Main St.

HARTNELL SPORTS

Women’s Soccer
September 30  at 4:30 PM
October 15 and 26 at 4 PM
November 2 at 4 PM
Hartnell Soccer Field
This team’s current record is 7-2.

Men’s Soccer
October 1 and 26 at 1 PM
October 8, 22, and 29 at 4 PM
November 3 at 4 PM
Hartnell Soccer Field
This team’s current record is 7-0.

Women’s Volleyball               Cost
October 1, 13, 20, 27, 29  at 6:30 PM
November 3, 10 at 6:30 PM
Hartnell Gym
This team’s current record is 6-7.

Football                                  Cost
October 9  at 1 PM
October 16 & November 6 at 6 PM
Rabobank Stadium
This team’s current record is 1-2.
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